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Aligned with K-3 & 4-5 Essential Instructional Practices In Literacy

1 INCLUSION: DIVERSE, EQUITABLE

» Offered choice and control. Although they established themselves as the
authority in the classroom, teachers also provided ways in which students
could exercise their own control and choice in daily life in the classroom.

» Teachers were mindful of students’ cultural and linguistic backgrounds, their
prior experience within the classroom, their interests, and their individual
needs and designed instruction accordingly.

» Teachers varied instruction based on individual students’ need to achieve
success for each student. In contrast to much of what has been
documented as typical in past research, these exemplary teachers provide
high-quality, high order instruction to all students, even those who were the
lowest achieving.

5 DIVERSE CLASSROOM LIBRARY

e Carefully constructed the classroom environment. Whether displaying

motivational messages, incorporating examples of students' writing into the

classroom, or posting guidance on classroom routines, exemplary teachers
were thoughtful in how they constructed the classroom environment.

7POSITIVE CLASSROOM CULTURE & HIGH EXPECTATIONS

e Connected with students’ homes. Exemplary teachers did this both
through responsive teaching within the classroom and through many
mechanisms of interacting directly with family members who were
important in each students’ life.

e Emphasized. Teachers conveyed a sense that all students are capable
as learners when effort is put forth, and they attributed students’
success to their effort as well as their ability.

e Were positive. Enthusiasm, curiosity, praise, and encouragement were
common in the classroom of exemplary teachers.

8 ENGAGING & CREATING AN IDENTITY

e Taught for depth. For example, observations documented exemplary
teachers teaching for precise word choice, teaching units with complex
content related to equality and inequality, and providing opportunities for
students to write not just to complete an assignment but also to
communicate with audiences beyond the teacher.

e Did not waste time. Their teaching was characterized by a brisk pace of
instruction and clear routines, thoroughly taught; participation structure; and
engagement supports that maximized on-task behavior.
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DIFFERENTIATION: SMALL GROUP INSTRUCTION

e Made extensive use of individual, small-group and
whole-group instruction. Within these participation
structures, teachers used a wider array of instructional
and organizational practices.

o Created opportunities for students to collaborate. From
partner reading to discussions to group writing
projects, exemplary teachers fostered an environment
of cooperation and collaboration among students.

e Used assessment and observation to inform their
instruction.These exemplary teachers formed and re-
formed groups and designed lessons based on what
they had determined that individual students needed.

LEARNING TARGETS & SUCCESS CRITERIA

e Exemplary teachers conveyed clear expectations for what
constitutes success, extensively modeled success (e.g.
successful application of a particular strategy,) and employed
scaffolding to support students’ own engagement and success
with instructional tasks.

e Were purposeful. This characteristic began with the teachers’
instructional decisions. In the main, they explicitly
communicated clear purposes for instruction to their students
and/ or communicated these purposes tacitly by linking
discrete instruction in skills and strategies to reading and
writing connected texts.
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